
Dear Friends in Christ,

Our annual report offers a panorama of 
visible signs of Christ’s love in action.  In 
the parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus 
posed the question, “who was neighbor 
to the one who fell in with robbers?”  
The response, “the one who treated him 
with compassion.” At Catholic Charities 

the spirit of the Lord Jesus impels us each day throughout 
the year to serve with compassionate dedication. The joy 
of Christmas only serves to deepen our commitment to 
the mission entrusted to us, because “the Word became 
flesh and dwells among us, full of grace and truth.” (John’s 
Prologue) With faith in Jesus Christ and his saving mission 
we bring light and hope to those who otherwise might be 

pushed to the margins of our communities, with no room in 
the Inn.   Thank you to all who empower us through prayer 
and generosity to extend our hearts and hands in loving 
service and generosity to those in need at Christmas and 
throughout the year. We look to the Year of the Lord, 2019, 
with renewed zeal to serve, empower and to advocate on 
behalf of many in our communities.  

Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus

Bishop Joseph R. Kopacz
Executive Director 

EVERY DAY WE MAKE 

MEANINGFUL IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE LIVES OF THOSE 

  WHO ENTER OUR DOORS
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Find Help. 
Give Hope.

The mission of Catholic Charities is to be 

a visible sign of Christ’s love by helping those 

who are unable to help themselves; 

the poor and vulnerable, 

especially children, women and families.



FINDING HELP

Over 15,000 Lives Touched 2017 – 2018
COUNSELING 

•  Over 11,000 contact hours provided by 
 32 Licensed Therapists  

NURTURING FAMILIES

• 15 babies born healthy and free from 
 addiction to drugs and alcohol

FOSTERING CHILDREN

•  34 children placed with foster families and 12 
children placed in group homes

SHELTERING FROM 
DOMESTIC ABUSE

• 4269 nights of shelter provided to 349 
 women & children 
• Over 500 crisis calls answered

PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS 

• 147 military veterans established 
 stable housing
• 93 domestic violence victims provided
 new housing

UNITING FAMILIES

•  Licensed 18 families through home studies   
and placed 2 babies in new adoptive homes

• 11 adoptee/birth families reunited and 
 12 expecting mothers counseled

INCREASING FINANCIAL STABILITY

• 59 families became financially literate by 
 completing the Money Matters (c) program

ASSISTING IN EMERGENCIES

•  Provided 323 families with emergency rent 
 and utility payments
•  Over 750 families received groceries and food 
 boxes in Natchez during the year 

HOW DOES CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES RECEIVE FUNDING:

 •  Government Contracts 60.4%

 • Program Service Fees 16.2%

 • Private Contributions 14.7%

 • Foundation & Private Grants 5.9%

 • In-Kind Contributions 2.3%

 • Investment & Other Sources 0.5%

WHERE DO 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES GO?

 • Domestic Violence Services 35%

 • Children’s Mental Health 

       & Counseling 16%

 • Emergency Assistance 13%

 • Adoption and Foster Care Program 12%

 • Refugee and Immigration Services 9%

 • Parish and Community Engagement 

       Ministries 6%

 • Alcohol and Drug Program 5%

 • Housing Stability 5%

To see the complete Annual Report, go to our website www.CatholicCharitiesJackson.org

“Thank you for coming to the 
hospital.  Had you not been here 
I would have been alone.  Your 
support means everything to me.” 
Ashley for the Rape Crisis Center

“I have the love and the tools from 
the staff to help me cope with 
my recovery from my addictions.” 
Dottie at Born Free New Beginnings

The Shelter for Battered Families 
helped me regain my self-worth, 
courage and most of all my 
independence.“ 
Sara at the Shelter for Battered 
Families

QUOTES



EVENTS 
SUPPORT 

PROGRAMS 

Strengthening Families through Adoption

GIVING HOPE

Thirteenth Annual 

Bishop’s Ball 2 0 1 8
Honoring Samaritan Award Recipients

CLAUDE W. HARBARGER
President, St. Dominic Health Services

LESTER K. DIAMOND
President, St. Dominic Hospital

6th Annual 5k 

Purple Dress 
Run
2 0 1 7

Father Burke Masters

 Journey 
of Hope

2 0 1 7

PROGRAMS 
IN ACTION

Supporters give confidently knowing that donations go directly to 
the 23 programs that help the most needy in our community.

Breaking the cycle of domestic violence through shelters

Nurturing Children through Foster Care

Breaking the cycle of domestic violence through shelters

Assisting families in their time of need

“The parable 

of the 

Good Samaritan 

remains as a 

standard which

 imposes universal

 love toward 

the needy… whoever 

they may be.” 

–Pope Benedict XVI, 
God Is Love, (25)
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$85,157 IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS! 

WHAT DO OUR 
DONORS AND 

VOLUNTEERS SAY 
ABOUT US?* 

 •  94% of donors say they would 
donate again

 •  Over 90% say they would 
recommend Catholic Charities 
as a place to volunteer

 •  77% favorability rating in the 
community 

 •  Over 90% say they would 
recommend Catholic Charities  
to someone needing 
assistance.

*2018 External Stakeholder Survey

Catholic Charities Diocese of Jackson
 850 East River Place, Jackson, MS 39202  |  www.catholiccharitiesjackson.org

Phone: 601-326-3758  |  Fax: 601-960-8493
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SAVE THE DATE April 1 – 7, 2019
River Hills Open

For the past 20 years River Hills has hosted the only 
professional tennis tournament in the state and you don’t want 
to miss it!  In addition to the tennis competition, the week is 
filled with special events, including a fan favorite, Celebrity 
Chef cook-off, as well as a ladies luncheon and tennis clinics.

All special events and tournament matches are open to the 
general public so make plans to attend.

All proceeds go directly to the programs of Catholic Charities.
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   Brandon Middle School donates 
backpacks

2  Origin Bank Adopts Born Free 
Children

3  St. Joseph Gluckstadt 
Confirmation Class toiletry drive 
for Hope Haven Residential  

4  BancorpSouth donates backpacks 
at Vardaman Life Center Summer 
Enrichment program

5  St. Peter’s Cathedral Mary and 
Martha Circle donate beauty items 
for domestic violence victims 
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VOLUNTEERS 
IN ACTION

288 volunteers gave 

9,477 hours work, 

worth $228,774 
in people power




